What’s in a Name?

 

“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21

 

In the Bible, great significance was attached to the naming of children.

This was especially so with Jesus, Whom the Father Himself named.

‘Jesus’ means ‘Jehovah is salvation’ …

There is POWER in Jesus’ Name!  See Acts 3:6, 3:16, 4:30 …

There is also much OPPOSITION to the Name of Jesus!  See Acts 4:18

 

More of what is meant by God’s Name:

 It’s His revelation in nature – Psalm 8:1 …

 It marks the place of His worship – Deuteronomy 12:5 …

 It’s used as a synonym for His various attributes:

  Faithfulness (Is. 48:9); grace (Ps. 23:3); Honor (Ps. 79:9)

 

The Names of God – His absolute or personal names:

 God – ‘Elohim’ (Heb.) …

  most frequently used name in the O.T. – 1st used in Gen. 1:1 …

  it is plural – but carries a singular verb … (the ‘Trinity’) …

  it carries the meaning of ‘might’, ‘strength’, ‘power’ …

 God – ‘El’ (Heb.)…

  singular to Elohim …

  found more often in the books of poetry/wisdom, like Job …

 = N.T. equivalent: ‘theos’ (Gr.) …

 Lord – ‘adon’ or ‘adonai’ (Heb.) …

  means ‘lord’, ‘sir’, ‘master’ …

  N.T. equivalent: ‘kurios’ (Gr.) …

 LORD (all capitals) – ‘Jehovah’ (Heb.) …

  the name most distinctive as the God of Israel – Ex. 3:2 …

  ‘I AM’ … or ‘I AM THAT I AM’ … or ‘I WILL BE THAT I WILL BE’

 Rock – ‘tsur’ (Heb.) …

  see Deuteronomy 32:4,15,18,30,31 …

  ‘edge’ … ‘strength’ … ‘stone’ … ‘mighty one’ …

 Holy One – ‘qadhosh’ (Heb.) … ‘hagios’ (Gr.) …

  means ‘set apart’ … used frequently in Isaiah – e.g.: 1:4 …

 Almighty – ‘shaddai’ (Heb.) … ‘pantokrator’ (Gr.) …

  ‘sufficient’, ‘mighty’, possibly derived from ‘shadhadh’ – ‘to terrify’ 

  See Gen. 49:25 … ‘God Almighty’ is ‘El Shaddai’ …

 Christ – means ‘anointed One’ …

 Savior – ‘yasha’ (Heb.) … ‘soter’ (Gr.) – ‘preserver’ …

 

Now, a few of the many descriptive names of Jesus … … ...

 

